
“LLLI is based on the premise that educators can 
positively influence children’s acquisition of language 
and literacy through frequent, high quality interactions in 
which educators practice linguistic responsiveness”



- Children develop language and emergent literacy through 
naturalistic interactions with the adults and children around 
them.

- Responsive language input is essential to children’s 
language development.

- Children benefit from being involved in extended interactions 
in which they are full and active participants.

- Exposure to decontextualized language in the context of 
everyday interactions is critical to children’s language and 
literacy outcomes. 



Child-oriented 
strategies encourage 
children to initiate and 
engage in 
conversational 
interactions so that 
educators can then 
provide responsive 
language input on the 
child’s topic of interest.  



Interaction-
promoting strategies 
encourage extended, balanced 
conversations between 
educators and children in both 
one-to-one and small group 
interactions. 





Language-modeling 
strategies build children’s 
receptive and expressive 
language skills, as well as 
emergent literacy knowledge 
by providing models of more 
advanced oral language and 
emergent literacy knowledge


